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By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

T
hree pedestrians have lost their lives while
attempting to cross Route One during the
past three months. The most recent
was on Jan. 1. In each of these accidents

there was no evidence of drug or alcohol use or reck-
less driving by the drivers involved.

According to the Mount Vernon District Police Com-
mander David Moyer, “These were tragic fatalities
that could have been avoided
…. Everyone has to do their
part in preventing these pre-
ventable deaths.”

He advises “pedestrians cross-
ing Route One to use cross-
walks, cross by traffic lights,
and use caution when deciding
when, where, and how to cross
the street.”

In a statement, he added:
“The police department does
education and enforcement re-
garding pedestrian crossings.
Both of our recent crashes were
not at crosswalks and were after dark, and it was
also raining at the time of the latest crash. Pedestri-
ans should use crosswalks whenever possible as these
offer better visibility and safety. This time of the year

it is dark by evening rush hour and pedestrians need
to be aware of the limited visibility they present to
drivers.”

Elsewhere in Northern Virginia, in the Seven Cor-
ners area, a median screen has been installed to pre-
vent pedestrians from attempting to cross the street
in a particularly dangerous section of the road. This
has helped to channel pedestrians to an overpass that
has also been constructed to assist them in safely
crossing the road. Currently there are no known plans
for a similar median barrier and overpass to be con-
structed anywhere on Route One.

Mount Vernon Supervisor Gerald Hyland, chair of
the Board of Supervisor’s Public Safety Committee,
calls these recent pedestrian fatalities on Route One
“a very regrettable tragic series of accidents that are

very frustrating because these
accidents occurred while the
residents’ were crossing in very
unsafe areas, and not at cross-
walks or where there was a traf-
fic light.” He has personally
observed pedestrians trying to
cross in the middle of oncom-
ing traffic at the worst time. Ac-
cording to Hyland, “no driver
has been charged with reckless
driving or any other charge in
any of these recent deaths or,
to the best of my knowledge, no
driver has been charged with

any violations in other pedestrian fatalities on Route
One this past year. That means the problem is un

By Gale Curcio

The Gazette

W
hen Katherine Keith
purchased the prop-
erty at 4913 Franconia

Road five years ago, she antici-
pated that students at The Howard
Gardner School would be attend-
ing classes in trailers while the
permanent building was built.

Fairfax County had other ideas
when they denied the placement
of the trailers, causing Keith and
others to scramble. For six weeks,
students attended classes in large
refugee trailers that were located
on the grounds. They then negoti-
ated a deal with the church next
door so that they could hold
classes in its building. This became
their home until a couple of weeks
ago when the new building at The
Howard Gardner School officially
opened for classes.

“It shows how flexible our par-
ents — and teachers are,” said
Keith, as she addressed a group of
educators this week. “I am grate-

ful to the church for renting the
space to us,” said Keith. “But we
are so excited about moving into
our new space. The teachers are
thrilled.”

Keith added, “We’re not fitting
ourselves to a building. We built
to suit ourselves.”

For the past few years, teachers
have been operating out of rooms
provided by the church next door.
The round design of the new build-
ing features a large inner atrium
that will be used for school meet-
ings and other events. The five
classrooms surrounding the
atrium on the main floor all open
to the outdoors, while the space
on the lower level include a lunch
room, a theater and a music re-
cording studio.

Keith said that the building shell
came from a zero landfill factory
in North Carolina; it was delivered
in sections and was assembled in
a week and a half. The finishing
touches and permits have taken

Howard Gardner School
Opens New Building

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

A
fter decades of planning
and delay, a controversial
project to construct a mo-

bile-home project for low-income
residents of Fairfax County is
about to move forward. But not
without opposition.

The long-awaited North Hill de-
velopment has been in the works
since the early 1980s. Yet a series
of events conspired to scuttle the
project, including a debate be-

tween environmentalists and af-
fordable-housing advocates about
the value of preserving trees. In
2007, opponents struck a compro-
mise that would preserve 21 acres
for a new park while setting aside
12 acres for a mobile-home park
for low-income people.

“There has never been any other
subject that has divided people
more than North Hill,” said Mount
Vernon District Supervisor Gerry
Hyland. “I feel like we’ve split the
baby down the middle, and of
course that doesn’t make anybody
happy.”

In the coming weeks, the Fairfax
County Redevelopment and Hous-
ing Authority is expected to
present plans for North Hill. Then

The Waiting Game
Long-delayed
project stirs up
controversy.

Pedestrian Dies on Route One
Third such fatality
since November.

Pedestrians cross Richmond Highway at Janna Lee Road, the site of Saturday’s fatal
pedestrian accident.
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“Pedestrians should
use crosswalks
whenever possible
as these offer better
visibility and safety.”

— Mount Vernon District Police
Commander David Moyer
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much longer.
Bob Kuletz, parent of former student,

Brendon Kuletz, chaired the campaign com-
mittee to fund the building. Kim Peele, cur-
rent parent and member of the campaign
committee, and Charlie Thomas, grandpar-
ent and supporter of the campaign, also
helped to raise funds for the new building.

In keeping with the environmental phi-
losophy, Keith said that they will build a
pond and wetlands to manage the
stormwater with an emergency overflow.

Students have already signed up for an
elective class to plant the pond edge with
native grasses and wildflowers. The entire
student population will be involved in plant-
ing seeds.

And in keeping with the natural approach
that the school promotes, the path will not
be laid until they determine the course that
students tend to take while walking to and
from the pond.

Teachers are glad to have a place to call
their own. For years, they have been shut-
tling back and forth between buildings and
now they have their own space. They are
not concerned that they don’t have a full

supply of desks or chairs. At this small, pro-
gressive, independent school, students find
it normal to have classes in the fields, on
the lawn, at the beach or sitting on the floor
in their new building.

Shelley Witiak, art electives and math
teacher, plans to put a lot of artwork on her
class walls. She is looking forward to look-
ing out the window at the wildflowers in
the spring.

New School Building Opens Fullfilling an Educational Dream

By Gale Curcio

The Gazette

I
n 1936, Mrs. Bert Ray Landis went
door to door in Belle Haven. She
wasn’t selling anything, rather she
was recruiting members for a new

women’s club.
It was in that year that the Belle Haven

Women’s Club was formed. Last month,
members celebrated their 75th anniversary
with a gala affair at the Belle Haven Coun-
try Club.

Mary Ann Conant coordinated the event
that brought in about 250 guests. Current
club president Reae Sargeant said that there
are approximately 250 members, which
means that about half the membership at-
tended the event with their spouses and
partners.

“As I planned the event, I studied the
club’s history,” said Conant. “It was fasci-
nating to learn that the BHWC paid a
member’s mortgage for three months in
1951 when her husband was incapacitated
with illness.ºIn the ‘60s, Jackie Kennedy
came to Belle Haven for a barbeque.ºEven
though we are not a fundraising group, the
club has donated $3,000 to $4,000 a year
to local charities.ºI’m thrilled to be part of
such a wonderful group.”

Members of the club also rubbed elbows
with Mamie Eisenhower when they at-
tended the National Garden Show in 1956.
Jeane Dixon spoke to the group in 1967 and

Robert Froelke visited in 1972. Helen Tho-
mas was the speaker in 2000. President
Harry S. Truman was a frequent guest of
one of Belle Haven’s residents.

2003 was a big year for Belle Haven when
the producers of “West Wing” filmed one of
the shows at the home of Col. (ret.) Joseph
and Anne Muckerman. They moved all the
furniture out of their main floor and moved
in their production equipment and props
and started filming. It was an exciting few
days as the neighbors all watched.

Anne Muckerman is one of the original
members of BHWC, as are Jane Anne
Edwards, Betty Walker and Laura Whelan.
They were all honored at the anniversary
party.

A slide show chronicled the history of the

club. In 1949, the club lunch cost $1.65.
Dues in 1950 were $5. Garden Club calen-
dars sold for $1.50 in 1965.

The women’s first cookbook was printed
in 1959; they just printed their second cook-
book titled “Behind These Doors” which was
done to commemorate the club’s 75th an-
niversary.

The first Oktoberfest was held in 1978
and the first new member coffee in 1985.
The first Halloween party was hold at Fort
Willard Circle in 1990.

The Belle Haven Water Tower was dis-
mantled in 1989, which must have been a
disappointment to the children who didn’t
have a chance to climb it as a rite of pas-
sage. Members at the party were asked to
sign a board indicating if they had climbed

Belle Haven Women’s Club Celebrates 75 Years
Holiday party held at
Belle Haven
Country Club.

Members of the band “the funsters” walk into the Belle Haven Women’s
Club Anniversary Party.

Lew and Gerry Pratsch

Mary Ann Conant coordinated the
Belle Haven Women’s Club Anni-
versary Party.

Photos by Gale Curcio/The Gazette

“We have field
studies every Tues-
day,” said Keith.
“This adds a whole
other dimension
and makes things
come alive.”

One week they
might take water
samples for the
env i ronmenta l
class or visit a
battlefield to learn
about history.

Chad Thomas
teaches concur-
rent physics and
psychology at the

school and said that he was surprised when
students came from other schools that were
used to memorizing information.

Keith said that instead of memorizing, the
students experience the lesson. They have
no SOL’s and most of the tests are open
notes. Students with special needs can have
additional time to complete the test.

While The Howard Gardner School is not
a special education school, it is inclusive.

As such, they are able to address issues with
anxiety, ADHD and some level of learning
disabilities (LD).

Emily Pavot, learning specialist and men-
tor teacher, is a co-founder of the school.
She said, “It’s amazing the progress we’ve
made with LD kids. They come in here 4-5
years behind, but once they lose the stigma,
they are able to move forward.”

One of the guests inquired about home-
work, and Keith said, “We do have home-
work, but it is a much reduced homework
load. Instead of giving 25 math problems,
we give 5 to 7 problems. Students work on
projects and papers in small chunks.”

As is typical with this progressive school,
students were part of the design and deci-
sion process of the new building. Several
of them addressed the group, talking about
their weekly internships, which is a main-
stay of The Howard Gardner School.

Stacey Gaffney is a senior who has done
her internship at local schools — two years
with a preschool and this year with a middle
school. She has been given liberty to teach
classes and plan lessons. She hopes to at-
tend James Madison University next year.
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Teacher Alex Castle (middle) with students Jessie
Baker, Nate Sharp, Connor Anderson and Stacey
Gaffney.

the tower — or if they had sledded down
Mansion Hill.

The women’s club now holds an annual
fashion show and they alternate between a
house tour and a garden tour. The current
vice-president is Kara Cosby; treasurer is
Sally Murphy; and there are two secretar-
ies — Molly Singerling and Elaini
Silverman.

Gale Curcio is an independent writer and
public relations consultant in Mount Vernon.
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alexandria $359,000
Relaxing retreat. Walking distance to shopping & public
transportation, warm wood flrs, rich wood trim work & natural
wood six panel doors. Perfect back patio w/planters. New
Kitchen cabinets & granite counters. Updated baths.

3812 Keller Avenue
Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria  $188,900
Large renovated 1 bedrm, 1 bath condo  w/908 SF  of living
space in well run Hallmark! New kitchen, huge rooms, big
closets including walk-in & large balcony w/VIEWS!
Amenities include pool, tennis, exercise & party rooms.

200 Pickett Street #1215
Barbara Rosen 703-407-6481

Alexandria
$499,900

Totally remodeled 3
level townhome w/3
bedrms & 2 baths. SS
appliances, granite
countertops &
beautifully
landscaped yard.
Updated for modern
living an only minutes
from shopping &
restaurants in Old
Town & DC.
911 Bashford Lane

Michelle
Gustafson

703-587-2140

Alexandria
$559,900

Garage townhome
w/3 bedrms,  3.5
refinished baths
w//new hardwood
flrs on main level &
new w/w carpet
on  other 2 levels.
Gourmet kitchen
w/granite counters
& SS appliances.
A DYNAMITE
VALUE!

1809 Duffield
Lane

JoAnn LaFon
703-618-2500
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$329,000
 Fantastic 2 bedrm, 1
bath, 2 level end unit
Madison model.
Renovated kitchen
w/high-end SS, granite
counters, tiled floor&
backsplash. Gleaming
parquet wood flrs,
crown molding,
recessed lighting &
solid wood doors.
Steps to Shillington
Village.
3777 Gunston Road
Jeremy Stewart
703-879-4131
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Alexandria $425,000
Celebrate the holidays in a warm & inviting new home.
Entertain in a dining room w/hardwood floors. Freshly painted
with new carpet.  Meticulously maintained & move-in ready.

6811 Duke Street
Joni Koons  703-209-7277
Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Alexandria $399,999
Two level detached townhouse in historic Parker Gray neighbor
of Old Town.  With 2 bedrms + study,  oak floors, & updated
bath. Sliding glass doors leads to fenced yard w/shed.

215 West Street
Donna Baez 571-217-1082

Arlington $620,000
This 4 bedrm, 2.5 bath bungalow sits on a DOUBLE LOT!  Eat-in kitchen
w/ granite, big island & ample cabinetry.  Huge master suite w/walk-in
closed & jetted tub.  Toasty gas fireplace , lounging porch, large patio &
fully fenced yard. Minutes to Pentagon, Shirlington & major roads.

3004 19th Street, South
Sue Feinthel 703-819-1964

Alex/Rosemont $429,000
Wonderful large kitchen addition transforms the 2 bedrm,
1 bath brick Townhouse! Three finished levels, updated &
move-in ready! 2 Blocks to metro!

437 Mt. Vernon Avenue
Christine Garner 703-587-4855
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Alex/Rosemont $679,000
Updated & expanded cape Cod w/ 3 bedrms & 2 baths.
Kitchen breakfast bar and SS appliances opens to family
rm. Front porch, large corner lot and easy parking.

100 Maple St. E.
Christine Garner 703-587-4855
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$529,000
Well-done 3 level TH
near Quaker Lane &
Duke Streets.
Kitchen/family rm
combo, 3 bedrms,
3.5 baths, shows
beautifully. Quiet
community of
“Quaker Village”

26 Arell Court

Ace Werner
703-625-0678
Diann Hicks

703-628-2440

Alex/Old Town
$739,000

Brand new kitchen!
Gorgeous wood
floors, 2 fireplaces,
3 bedrms &
parking.  Great
location, close to
river in Old town!

926 South
Fairfax Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440
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• BERNSTEIN: Overture to Candide
• WALTON: Violin Concerto, Chee-Yun, violin
• DVORÁK: Symphony No. 9, “From the New World”

Tickets: 888-945-2468 or www.fairfaxsymphony.org

“New World”
Symphony!

Saturday, January 15th – 8:00 p.m.
George Mason University Center for the Arts, Fairfax

and

Sunday, January 16th – 3:00 p.m.
Hylton Performing Arts Center, Manassas

˘ For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Riverside Estates $499,900
8405 Cherry Valley Lane

Lovely 4 BR, 2.5 BA brick split
w/garage & spectacular sunroom
addition which overlooks a large,
landscaped yard backing to a private,
wooded sanctuary. Furnace & A/C
replaced in 2001 & newer energy-
efficient windows thruout. Kit appli-

ances & countertops replaced in the 2000’s. Good paint, beautiful hdwd
floors accent a meticulously maintained home. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, com-
mute to Alex, Ntl Airport, Pentagon/D.C. via G.W. Pkwy. This is a GEM!

Alex./Wessynton $609,000
3020 Cunningham Drive

Priced Below Market for a Quick
Sale! Lg 5 BR/2.5 BA Colonial w/2-
car garage & full unfinished bsmt in
Mount Vernon’s premiere contempo-
rary subdivision of Wessynton. This
home is priced to allow some updat-
ing. Large covered screened porch

off the family rm allows you to enjoy your beautiful private bkyd.
Wessynton offers a pool, tennis court,& boat launch that allows quick
access to the Potomac River – 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town Alex.

Westgate $659,900
9010 Volunteer Drive

Beautiful traditional Colonial
w/2-car side garage in fabulous
Mount Vernon location. It is
classy! Over .5 acre landscaped
corner lot. Stunning sunroom
addition. Hardwood floors main &
upper levels. Family rm w/gas FP

off kitchen. Wood FP in living room. Lovely kitchen w/Corian count-
ers & large picture window facing scenic backyard. Sweet front
porch. Large unfin bsmt: ample storage.

Alex./Riverside Estates $559,900
3112 Battersea Lane

Beautiful remodeled 4 BR, 2.5 BA
Colonial in popular Riverside
Estates. Updates include: totally
remodeled kit w/granite counters,
baths, new carpet in family rm &
basement. Interior freshly
painted, refinished hdwd floors on
main & upper levels. New HVAC

& water heater, extensive landscaping. Great location! 6 minutes to
Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Huntington Metro and Old Town, 25 to National
Airport & 35 to Pentagon/D.C.

Alex./Riverside Estates  $449,900
3113 Battersea Lane

PRICED WELL BELOW MARKET VALUE
FOR QUICK SALE! (not a short sale).
Their loss, your gain! Beautiful
home on spectacular lot backing to
woods. 4 BR, 2.5 BA Colonial w/3
finished levels. 5 minutes to Ft.

Belvoir. Great deal without having to go thru the banks! Needs a tad
of TLC and you have a great home at an incredible price…

throughout main level. Newly landscaped yard. Scenic commute along Potomac
River. Great location: 15 minutes to Ft. Belvoir or Old Town, 30 to Pentagon/D.C.
Close to G.W. Parkway, Mount Vernon Bike Trail and beautiful park.

Alex./Stratford Landing $555,900
8704 Waterford Road

Spectacular, updated 2,500 sq ft, 4 BR, 3
BA, two-level rambler in popular Stratford
Landing. Turn-Key! Renovations since
2002 include: HVAC, hot water, roof,
baths, kitchen (granite counters, maple
cabinets), replacement windows, new
deck, refinished lower level. Hdwd floors

Alex./Woodland $619,000
3232 Woodland Lane

Lovely 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home on a
spectacular .48 acre wooded lot in pres-
tigious Woodland Park. Stunning sun-
room addition in 2006. Cherry cabinets
& Corian counters in large remodeled
kitchen and updated baths, freshly
painted interior and newer energy-effi-

cient replacement windows. Spacious double carport with ample storage.
Community boat ramp for water access. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Metro &
Old Town, 25 to Natl. Airport & 30/35 to Pentagon/D.C.
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it becomes a budget issue, with the Board of Su-
pervisors having the ultimate say over whether or
not the idea is worth $10 million to $12 million. Op-
ponents of the North Hill concept say clearcutting
acres of trees would be an environmental disaster
and that building a mobile-home park is not the best
way help low-income people.

“This is another low-income slum,” said David Dale,
president of the Spring Bank Community Associa-
tion. “This is not an effective way to help people out
of poverty.”

CRITICS OF THE PLAN stress that they are not
opposed to affordable housing. But they say cluster-
ing low-income housing in a mobile-home develop-
ment is an outdated way to go about accomplishing
this task, citing the trend toward scattered site hous-
ing. Others say building a mobile home community
on Route One would work against revitalization ef-
forts, creating a stumbling block for the kind of
mixed-use development that many would like to see
along the corridor.

“This is one of the largest parcels along Route One
left for revitalization,” said Kahan Dhillon, chairman
of the Land-Use and Strategic Planning Committee
of the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens Associations.
“The county should really be taking a mixed-use ap-
proach rather than the one that’s currently being
considered.”

Supporters of the North Hill proposal say afford-
able housing is desperately needed in the county and
that the project has been in the works for decades.
They point to the compromise setting aside 21 acres
of trees as an important concession to those with
environmental concerns about stormwater runoff.
And — ultimately — they say constructing afford-
able housing units should be a higher priority than
attracting high-end development to the Route One
corridor.

“I’d rather see this area developed into a low-in-
come apartment complex,” said Keary Kincannon,

Mobile-Home Project Nears
pastor at Rising Hope United Methodist Church. “But
we decided to move forward with mobile homes be-
cause they could be developed by-right and we
wouldn’t need to go through all the planning and
zoning.”

THE STORY OF NORTH HILL begins a half a cen-
tury ago, when the tract became the Woodley Night-
ingale Mobile Home Park. During this time, it grew
to about 550 mobile homes. By the early 1980s,
county officials were eyeing the property as a poten-
tial site to preserve affordable housing. As a result,
the 48-acre tract was purchased by the Fairfax County
Redevelopment and Housing Authority in 1981, and
no additional mobile homes were allowed into the
park.

Phase one of the project was Woodley Hills Estate,
115 units located on the southern 14 acres of the
site. But phase two never happened, and the remain-
ing 33 acres remained undeveloped. Until now. In
2007, county officials approved a new plan that
called for redeveloping 12 acres for “affordable
manufactured home units” while preserving 21 acres
at the site for a park. According to Hyland, about 11
percent of Fairfax County’s affordable housing units
are located in the Mount Vernon District.

“This has been vetted through the entire commu-
nity,” said Hyland. “And it’s the right thing to do.”

The project can be built “by right,” which means
that the community has less control over what the
developer — in this case, the county’s housing au-
thority — constructs on this piece of land. Despite
opposition to the project in the community, no pub-
lic hearing has been scheduled on the project. The
Board of Supervisors is expected to consider a financ-
ing plan during the upcoming budget cycle.

“There’s really no need to have a division between
people versus trees,” said Louise Cleveland, chair-
woman of the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens As-
sociations Health and Human Services Committee.
“At this point, people should come together and find
a way to fund affordable housing and creation of the
park.”

Another Pedestrian Dies on Route One
safe behavior on the part of pedestrians. We have

to do a better job of encouraging safe crossing hab-
its through education, and better monitoring of un-
safe street crossing practices.”

Hyland says that sidewalk installation will help and

is taking place along Route One, but other steps
should be considered to prevent future deaths of
pedestrians on Route One.

The police have identified the pedestrian in
Saturday’s fatal crash as Marino Sorto-Reyes, 58, of
Audubon Avenue in Alexandria.
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kiskadee
A specialty boutique  in

the heart of Del Ray
2205 Mount Vernon Avenue

703-549-0813

Sale Now in
Progress Hurry In!

30-80% off

HUGE SALE • HUGE SALE • HUGE SALE

Store Hours
Monday - Saturday 10 – 5
Thursday nights until 7
Sunday 12 – 5

Winter Apparel • Boots • Accessories

News
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 “I love working with children,” she said.
Sam Gordon has been doing his intern-

ship at a local skate shop, and said, “I told
them that they should tone down the col-
ors in their graphics and I think it helped.”

He has modeled the clothes; helped sell
the clothing in Richmond, and taken pho-
tos of the merchandise. Keith said that he
got an “amazing letter of recommendation”
from the owner for his college application.
Gordon plans to major in business admin-
istration or entrepreneurship.

For Keith, this is a culmination of a dream.
In 2000, Keith founded Reach for the Stars,
a study and support group for middle and
high school students in the Alexandria area.
After working with students for four years,
it became clear that many capable students
were not thriving in their school environ-
ment.

With the encouragement of parents, Keith
and Emily Pavot formed The Howard
Gardner School in 2004, providing a dif-
ferent learning experience for high school
teens from all over the Washington, D.C.
area.

For a few years, they worked out of a
small building near Duke and Quaker
Street. It was next to the skateboard park
and Keith quipped that they should have
handed out their flyers at the park since so
many of their students were skateboarders.

With a focus on environmental science

and the arts, the school’s mission is to help
bright, creative non-traditional learners use
their strengths to thrive academically, in-
tellectually and emotionally.

Hands-on learning and weekly field stud-
ies keep students active and involved, and
internships let students explore their inter-
ests through work. Their website lists the
following items as key elements to their
teaching style.

On Friday, all students do community ser-
vice or intern. Some students are currently
helping in classrooms, while others have
internships at Connection Newspapers; a
local music store; and the National
Aquarium in Washington, D.C. One student,
who is doing a fossil study in the Chesa-
peake, recently published a paper on pale-
ontology.

There are currently 40 students in grades
9 through 12. A new eighth-grade class was
started this year with eight students; eight
more were added when the new building
opened. They currently have three buses
available for their yearly trip to Assateague
and other places.

 “We will stay small,” said Keith. “We want
to be able to continue to go to places as a
group. Our students are bright, creative and
thrive in small groups,” said Keith.

The Howard Gardner School is located at
4913 Franconia Road, Alexandria, VA
22310. For more information, call 703-822-
9300.

An Educational Dream Fulfilled
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7950 Audubon Ave. | Alexandria, VA 22306 | 703-360-7300
www.mtvac.net | www.Facebook.com/MTVAC

At Alexandria’s Best Fitness, Spa, Tennis and Racquetball Club

Specializing in
❦ Hair Style & Cut ❦ Highlights ~ Foil/Cap

❦ Perm ❦ Hair Extension

1703 Belle View Boulevard, Alexandria
703-765-4744 • www.lapetitehairstylists.com

Brazilian BlowoutBEFORE AFTER

• Japanese Perm
Hair Straightening

• Manicure & Pedicure
• Wax

La Petite Hairstylists
Colonel Norman Farrell

Colonel Norman Farrell, 93, died Dec. 6, 2010,
from complications of a stroke, at Arden Courts
in Annandale. He had made his home in Alexan-
dria for almost 50 years.

Col. Farrell was born at Fort McPherson, Geor-
gia in 1917. The youngest of five children and
son of an Army officer, he grew up on army posts
around the country, returning often to Nashville,
his father’s home city. He went to high school in
Berkeley, California and followed an older
brother to the United States Military Academy
at West Point, but having skipped two grades was
too young to enter directly, and first spent a year
at the University of California, Berkeley. He
graduated from West Point in 1939, receiving
his diploma from the hand of President
Roosevelt.

En route to his first duty station at Fort Sam Hous-
ton in Texas he visited his parents in Berkeley and
there met Jeannine Lattin, a student at Stanford and
a fellow army brat. They were married in 1940. They
lived at Fort Sam and later moved via MIT to West
Point where he was an instructor in physics and
mathematics. Subsequent stateside assignments took
them to Fort Lewis, Fort Benning, the Pentagon, Fort
Leavenworth, and Carlisle Barracks. He earned a
master’s degree in electrical engineering from the
University of Illinois and was a graduate of the Army
Command and General Staff College, and the Army
War College where he remained to serve on the fac-
ulty for three years. He came to the Washington area
in 1962 serving again at the Pentagon, and later at
Fort Belvoir. In this last assignment he commanded
the Institute for Land Warfare, in recognition of which
service he was awarded the Legion of Merit.

Foreign postings included Korea at the end of World
War II where he was in charge of the American team
which, with Russian counterparts, surveyed the 38th
parallel across the peninsula. He was also stationed
in Austria, Germany, and Italy (1954-1957) and in
Iran (1961) where he was a military advisor to the
Iranian army.

Col. Farrell and his family remained in Alexandria
after his retirement in 1969. Always active, he
worked for several years as a consultant for compa-

nies involved in long
range military plan-
ning, but increas-
ingly turned his at-
tention to his veg-
etable garden, family
genealogy, photogra-
phy, study of the
American Indian
Wars and the Civil
War, and folk danc-
ing. He volunteered
for many groups in-
cluding Meals on
Wheels, Neighbor-
hood Watch, the

pharmacy at Fort Belvoir, and the Kings Park Elemen-
tary School Library. For many years he was presi-
dent of his West Point class, and into his 90’s he par-
ticipated in a West Point program as a mentor to
young officers. He also supported the Academy’s soc-
cer program and library. In 2009, accompanied by
his children, he attended his 70th class reunion there.

Col. Farrell was a devoted Christian. He taught
adult Sunday school and served as an Elder in the
Presbyterian church. His faith was evident in his life.
He was a longtime member of the Mt. Vernon Pres-
byterian Church in Alexandria. In later years he wor-
shipped at the Post Chapel at Fort Belvoir. A just and
compassionate man, a friend to many, he was a faith-
ful and devoted husband and a loving father to his
children.

Preceded in death by his wife, Jeannine, in 1993,
Col. Farrell is survived and remembered by their chil-
dren: Norman Farrell, Jr. of Tokyo; Elizabeth Bragg
of Covington, Georgia; Jay Farrell of Austin, Texas;
and Patricia Oliver of Alexandria, as well as by seven
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren, all of
whom are grateful for his life.

Services will be at 11 a.m. on April 28, 2011, at
the Old Chapel on Fort Myer, followed by burial with
full military honors at Arlington National Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Capital
Hospice or to Special Collections, United States Mili-
tary Academy Library at West Point.

Obituary
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N
ew Year’s resolutions? Go ahead,
let’s pledge to lose weight, exer-
cise regularly, spend less, recycle,
save and read more. The turn of

the calendar really does provide an impetus to
make small and large changes in the way we
live.

One item to add to the list of resolutions is
to get involved locally. Volunteer one time for
one day, or give a few hours a week to some-
thing that interests you. Pick one place where
you can make a difference. The experience will
enrich you (and your family) as well, connect-
ing you to the community in new ways. Mak-
ing time for even a single volunteer effort com-
municates an invaluable message about your
values to your children in a powerful way that
words cannot match.

Most local nonprofits and church groups that
provide emergency food and services for fami-
lies in need are overwhelmed right now by the
dramatic increase in demand for food, emer-
gency help with rent to prevent homelessness
and much more. See sidebar for some sugges-
tions.

Volunteer Fairfax connects volunteers of all
kinds to organizations in need of help, provid-
ing flexible weekend and evening opportuni-
ties including packing emergency food kits for
families in crisis, tutoring adults in alternative
learning programs, reading to elementary
school children after school, socializing with

seniors or planting trees to prevent erosion.
Volunteer Fairfax will hold its annual Give To-
gether: A Family Volunteer Day on Monday,
Jan. 17, 2011 at George Mason University, an
opportunity to work on service projects with
your family. See www.volunteerfairfax.org.

The Arlington County Volunteer Office pro-
motes civic engagement and active volunteer
participation, coordinating volunteer opportu-
nities from hundreds of non-profit and gov-
ernment agencies. Visit
www.co.arlington.va.us and type “volunteer”
into the search box.

The Alexandria Volunteer Bureau recruits
and coordinates volunteers and matches their
interests, skills and availability with the needs
of service-providing nonprofit organizations
and public agencies. Visit
www.volunteeralexandria.org.

The Literacy Council Northern Virginia is in
need of volunteers who will devote several
hours a week to helping adults master reading
and writing skills; visit www.lcnv.org.

A Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)
volunteer is a trained citizen who is appointed
by a judge to represent the best interests of a
child in court. CASA volunteers help children
who will have their home placement deter-
mined in juvenile court. See
www.casafairfax.org.

The Alexandria/Arlington Court Appointed
Special Advocate (CASA) Program has helped
hundreds of children have a voice within the
court system. See http://www.scanva.org/
casa.htm

Some other suggestions:
Get involved in state and local political cam-

paigns. Every seat in the Virginia General As-
sembly, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
and School Board and many other state and
local offices are about to enter campaign mode,
with some races hotly contested. Volunteer
with a candidate, with the League of Women
Voters or with your local electoral board.

The public school or library closest to your
house is also in need of volunteers.
Homeowners associations need activists to
learn about a variety of local issues and coor-
dinate neighborhood response. Your church or
house of worship could use a hand. Animal
shelters and animal rescue groups are also over
extended with families giving up pets due to
the economy, in addition to their usual work.
Environmental groups like Audubon Natural-
ist Society and the Nature Conservancy offer
many kinds of volunteer opportunities, as do
local parks.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Places To Volunteer
❖ United Community Ministries, Mount Vernon,

703-768-7106,
7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria, 22306

❖ Ecumenical Community Helping Others
(ECHO), 703-569-9160, www.echo-inc.org.
7205 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield

❖ Lorton Community Action Center operates the
Act ll Thrift Shop at 9506 Richmond Highway,
Lorton, 703-339-8611. www.lortonaction.org

❖ FACETS, 703-352-5090
❖ National Capital Food Bank, 6833 Hill Park

Drive, Lorton, serving all of Northern Virginia.
703-541-3063, www.capitalareafoodbank.org

❖ Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia,
Arlington, 703-521-9890

Resolved: Pick One Way To Get Involved
How about helping
others in the New Year?

More Letters,  Page 18

Geese take flight from the south field at River Farm on
Monday afternoon.Snapshot
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Burning Up
Tax Money?
To the Editor:

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (BOS)
is exploring the purchase of the Lorton trash
incinerator owned and operated by a private

company, Covanta Fairfax, Inc.
The incinerator has been competitively and

successfully operated for some 20 years. Its
success has resulted in the lowest prices in the
region for trash dropped off for incineration.
The estimated cost to purchase such a facility
ranges from $400 million to $700 million.

It is difficult to understand why the BOS

would explore taking over a successful private
company at such cost when there are more
pressing needs such as our schools and public
safety to name just two. With the economy in
such a downturn and the county facing annual
budget deficits, it doesn’t seem appropriate to
even consider expanding government particu-
larly purchasing a private company.

I attempted to obtain, under the Virginia Free-
dom of Information Act, information that sup-
ports the purchase of the incinerator. According
to a letter from the County Attorney’s Office, no
study exists and whatever other documents may
exist were denied because the matter has not
been discussed in public by the BOS in public
sessions. It does little good for general citizens
to be allowed to look at records after the BOS
makes a decision to purchase a private company.

I urge you to contact your supervisor and
make your views known about whether its a
good idea to purchase a 20-year successful
privately-owned trash incinerator costing
somewhere between $400 million to $700
million, or leave it in the hands of the private
owners to continue their operation.

You can find the supervisors email, mail ad-
dress and phone number at Fairfax County.gov.

Contact the supervisor now, it could save you
many tax dollars.

Frank Medico
Mount Vernon

Letters to the Editor
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Theater

Local Theaters Have Big Plans for 2011
By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

W
hile most theaters have only an-
nounced their plans for the first
half of the calendar year because

seasons usually run from fall to spring, there
are already many productions on tap that
should be highly anticipated.

In Alexandria, the premiere professional
theatre is MetroStage on North Royal Street,
where the year kicks off with another of
their bio-musicals of major performers. In
the past they have given audiences a chance
to get a hint of what it was like to attend a
performance by Pearl Bailey, Alberta Hunter,
Nat King Cole, Duke Ellington and Mahalia
Jackson in solo shows. The new show is “His
Eye On The Sparrow” with Bernardine
Mitchell as Ethel Waters. Then, in April,
MetroStage reunites Ralph Cosham, John
Dow and Michael Tolaydo who together
won last year’s Helen Hayes Award for Out-
standing Ensemble. They join Catherine
Flye in Tom Stoppard’s clever “The Real
Inspector Hound.”

Community theaters in Alexandria also
have some intriguing productions on their
slates.  The Little Theatre of Alexandria gets
things going for the year with Roland
Branford Gomez’s production of the musi-
cal “Oliver.” It runs through Feb. 5. Later
that month, the theater offers a mystery set
in Wales at the turn of the last century with
“Widdershins” and then things lighten up
with the four-person musical comedy about
young people writing a musical about young
people writing a musical, “[Title of Show]”.
It will be followed by two comedies, “The
Little Dog Laughed” and “Move Over, Mrs.
Markham” before a musical whose title
hasn’t been announced opens for the sum-
mer. In the fall, look for the very satisfying
drama “Proof,” which is known for its suc-
cess at making intellectually gifted people
seem entirely human while getting the ex-
hilaration of the pursuit of knowledge just
right. As winter arrives so will “Is He Dead?”
which David Ives adapted from Mark
Twain’s comedy of an artist who pretends
his own death in order to increase the value
of his paintings.

Port City Playhouse takes advantage of their
new venue, the Lab at Convergence on North
Quaker Lane, to present two more plays that
should benefit from the more intimate sur-
roundings of the lab, John Redwood’s pro-
vocatively titled “No Niggers, No Jews, No
Dogs” and, later, the thriller “Mindgame.” The
Aldersgate Church Community Theatre en-
ters its third decade with a children’s musical
and a mystery. This month the all-youth cast
will be performing Paul Williams and Alan
Parker’s spoof of gangster musicals, the squirt-
gun gang musical “Bugsy Malone, Jr.” In
March they open the murder mystery “De-
sign for Murder.”

In Arlington, things are already looking
good for the year. At Signature Theatre in
Shirlington, where a thrilling production of
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Sunset Boulevard”
is running through Feb. 13, there are quite
a few thrills to be expected throughout the
year. In March Signature’s artistic director,
Eric Schaeffer, will direct the world pre-
miere of a musical funded through the Shen
Family Foundation’s American Musical
Voices project. It will be “Wheatley’s Folly,”
which is to tell the story of the creation of
the first American musical, 1866’s “The
Black Crook.” Then, this Spring, Matthew

Gardiner will take on the directing chores
for a revue built on the songs of Stephen
Sondheim, “Side by Side by Sondheim”
while Schaeffer crosses the Potomac to
mount Stephen Sondheim’s classic “Follies”
at The Kennedy Center with a cast featur-
ing Bernadette Peters, Elaine Paige and Flo-
rence Lacey.

While the 2011-2012 season hasn’t yet
been announced, there are a few clues that
make that season look quite promising.
Schaeffer recently told an interviewer that
the season will include Signature’s first
musical by Jerry Herman. He wouldn’t re-
veal which one, however. Will it be “Hello,
Dolly!,” “Mame,” “La Cage aux Folles” or
“Mack and Mabel”? In the same interview
he said that they will also be doing a new
musical by John Dempsey and Dana P. Rowe
whose “The Fix” and “The Witches of
Eastwick” are both well remembered by
Signature audiences. Whether that new
musical will be in the 2011-2012 season,
however, hasn’t been revealed.

Also in Arlington we are privileged to
have one of the few professional theater
companies in the nation devoted to reviv-
ing classic American plays, The American
Century Theater, which performs at Theatre

The new Artisphere in Rosslyn
hosts the Washington Shakespeare
Theatre’s “Juno and the Paycock.”
Pictured is author Sean O'Casey.

“Beyond the Horizon” will be
performed at Theatre Two in the
Gunston Arts Center. Pictured is
author Eugene O'Neill.

Two in the Gunston Arts Center. Starting on
Jan. 14 Kathleen Akerley will be directing
Eugene O’Neill’s first Pulitzer Prize-winning
play “Beyond the Horizon.” In April comes
George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber’s tale of
would-be Broadway stars, “Stage Door,” and
then during the summer it will be Gore Vidal’s
satirical look at what Earth would seem like
to an invader from outer space, “Visit to a
Small Planet.”

The unique movement-based Synetic The-
atre is now in residence in Crystal City. Later
this month they revive their production of “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream” which garnered
seven Helen Hayes Award nominations when
it played the Lansburgh Theatre downtown.
It will only play Jan. 25 - 30, but there will be
other opportunities to see their works as they
mount a new adaptation of “Don Quixote” in
June. If you can’t wait that long, however,
you can catch their “King Lear” in March and
April at the Lansburgh.  Their children’s com-
pany, Classika Theatre in Shirlington is pre-
senting “The Magic Paintbrush” from Feb. 19
to April 3.

The new Artisphere in Rosslyn hosts the
Washington Shakespeare Theatre, recently
displaced from Clark Street. The first half of
the year brings Sean O’Casey’s Irish tragedy
“Juno and the Paycock” set in Dublin, Tom
Stoppard’s Civil War drama set in the fictional
African nation of Kambawa, “Night and Day,”
and then a pair of one-act plays by Tennessee
Williams. For the Spanish speaking
theatergoers, or those interested in sampling
Spanish programming with English surtitles,
Teatro de la Luna will be presenting the U.S.
premiere of a Uruguayan comedy, “Cómo
Evitar Enamorarse del Hombre Equivocado,”
or “How to Avoid Falling in Love with the
Wrong Man.”

Arlington community theatre companies
have announced promising programs as well.
Blakeman Brophy will be directing The Ar-
lington Players’ production of  Anton
Chekhov’s “The Seagull” starting at the end
of this month and then in April the team of
director John Monnett and music director
John-Michael d’Haviland will field a huge cast
for the musical “42nd Street.” Dominion Stage
will add both musicals and less classifiable
shows to the mix. This month they mount
“The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas” for
three weekends and then in June comes a
hodge-podge titled “Psycho Beach Party,”
which, in the hands of playwright Charles
Busch, turned out to be perhaps Off-
Broadway’s first successful horror comedy by
combining elements of the Annette Funicello/
Frankie Avalon beach movies with a
Hitchcockian plot twist involving split person-
alities.

With so many interesting projects already
announced, local theaters should make 2011
a year to remember.

Brad Hathaway reviews theater in Virginia,
Washington and Maryland as well as Broad-
way and writes about theater for a number of
national magazines. He welcomes feedback
from those he writes about and those he writes
for. He can be reached at
brad.hathaway@verizon.net.

Fine Arts

NOW THROUGH JAN. 30
Gallery West Presents WOW! Works in

wax, oil, and wire by new member artists
Susan Stayer, Caty Forden, Margret
Lindsey, and Sue Lindsey. Meet the artists
at their reception on Saturday, Jan. 15 from
5 to 7 p.m. Refreshments will be included.
At Gallery West, 1213 King Street, in
Alexandria’s Boutique District. Visit
www.gallery-west.com or call 703-549-
6006.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 6
Photographer Bruce Dale. MemberShow.

Bruce Dale has had more than 2,000
photographs published by National
Geographic.  In 1989 he was named White
House Photographer of the Year. At the
Multiple Exposures Gallery, 105 North
Union Street, Alexandria.

JAN. 6 TO FEB. 7
Understory. Alison Sigethy’s Solo Artist Exhibit.

Opening reception with a performance by Karen
Reedy Dance on Thursday, Jan. 13 from 6:30 to 8
p.m. Environmental artist Alison Sigethy draws
inspiration from the natural world surrounding
her. At the Art League Gallery.

JAN. 7 THROUGH JAN. 30
Baby, It’s Cold Outside & Sock It To Winter:

Celebrating all things good and bad about winter.
Meet the artists reception Friday, Jan. 7, from 7-10
p.m. The all-member show runs through Sunday,
Jan. 30.  Check out the best works and “sock it to
winter” by donating a pair of new socks to benefit
the Carpenter’s Shelter. Join the Sock Hop
Saturday, Jan. 15 from 7-10 p.m., admission:
donated pair of new socks.
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org  or
cspringer43@gmail.com.

SATURDAY/JAN. 8
Calligraphy Workshop. 1 to 4 p.m. Learn basic

calligraphy strokes and lettering with a
calligraphy marker (yours to keep).  $20
members, $25 non-members. At the Del Ray
Artisans Gallery at the Nicholas A. Colasanto
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Alexandria.

SUNDAY/JAN. 9
Gesture Drawing Exercises. 10 a.m. to noon.

Learn how to capture the figure quickly and
take advantage of dynamic short poses. The
session is free and open to members and non-
members, but RSVP by Saturday, Jan. 8 to
Katherine Rand at
DRA.LifeDrawing@gmail.com or 703-836-1468.
Space is limited. At the Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Fitness

I
f one of your New Year’s reso-
lutions is to get back in shape,
then Mount Vernon

RECenter’s new Get Fit Challenge
will help you realize that goal. Join
the inaugural challenge on Sun-
day, Jan. 16, and sample the
RECenter’s range of fitness-ori-
ented facilities and programs.
Events and activities are scheduled
throughout the morning to chal-
lenge all fitness levels. You are in-
vited to participate in as many ac-
tivities as you feel comfortable
doing.

The full Get Fit Challenge starts
at 8:30 a.m. with a looped trail run
(rain or shine). Find out how
many loops around the property
you can complete in 50 minutes.
Pace yourself because it’s just the
beginning!  The extreme step chal-
lenge from 9:30 to 10 a.m. is only
30 minutes, but the burn will be
extreme!

From 10:30 a.m. to 12:10 p.m.,
choose four classes to sample,
switching every 25 minutes. This
is a great opportunity to check out
popular classes you’ve heard about
and always wanted to try. Sam-
plers include Zumba, Mix It Up,
Spin, Yoga, Core Conditioning,
Power Pump, Pilates, Shallow/
Deep Water Exercise, and Power
Finning.  The challenge wraps up
with a group cool down, prizes,
and giveaways.  If you still have
energy left to burn, the pool will
be open for a public swimming
session all afternoon.

The cost is $5 per person, pay-
able at the RECenter during regis-
tration. Lockers are available for
$.25 each. This event is limited to
the first 60 registrants.

Mount Vernon RECenter is lo-
cated at 2017 Belle View Blvd. in
Alexandria. For information and
directions, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mvrec.htm.

For more information, contact
Mt. Vernon RECenter at 703-768-
3224.

Start the New
Year with Mt.
Vernon REC’s
Fitness Program.

Get Fit
Challenge
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
(Just Outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

8 A.M. – Holy Eucharist – no music
All Education programs – 9:00 A.M.
10:15 A.M. – Holy Eucharist – music

St. James’
Episcopal Church

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

Entertainment

FRIDAY/JAN. 7
“Out in the Silence” Film (2009). 7

p.m. A film about the upheaval in a
small Pennsylvania town when a town
native (who is also the filmmaker)
places an announcement of his
wedding to another man in the local
paper. At Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1609 Windmill Lane,
Alexandria. Call 703-721-0595 or
gpourchot@yahoo.com.

MPAT Auditions. 7 p.m. Open call for
auditions for “Little Shop of Horrors.”
At 6450 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Performances are March
24-27. Email resume and photo to
mpat.show@gmail.com for early
appointment. Prepare one upbeat show
song and be ready to read from script.
Visit www.metrotheater.org or email
mpat.show@gmail.com

SATURDAY/JAN. 8
Stage Play Audition Workshop (8 to

12 years old). 10 a.m. to noon.
Monologue/song coaching and/or
selection, cold reading techniques
using scripts from Annie, small class
size (12 max). At St. Aidan’s Episcopal
Church in Alexandria. To register or for
more information, email
bardsplay@aol.com.

SUNDAY/JAN. 9
“Twelfth Night: Noel, Nouvelet!” 6

p.m. Armonia Nova, an ensemble of
historical instruments and voices
returns for its ninth year at Christ
Church to celebrate the joyous
traditions of Twelfth Night and the
mid-winter solstice, with French music
from the 12th-17th C. At Christ
Church, 118 N. Washington St., Old
Town Alexandria.  Also Saturday, Jan.
8, 5 p.m. at Our Savior Lutheran, 825
S. Taylor St., Arlington.  Donations
welcomed. www.armonianova.org or
571-482-9052.

SUNDAYS, JAN. 9, 16
Bach Vespers. 6 p.m. These Vesper

services are based on the principles of
“ancient-future” worship, which
incorporates the rites and elements
that go back centuries if not thousands
of years – candles, incense, sung
Scripture, cantor-lead singing and
recitation, and ancient hymns. At
Westminster Presbyterian Church,
2701 Cameron Mills Road, Alexandria.
Visit  www.wpc-alex.org

MONDAY/JAN. 10
Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m. to noon. A

special program for toddlers (walkers
through 36 months) and their
caregivers at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St. Tavern Toddlers
features a weekly open playtime in
Gadsby’s historic ballroom Mondays,

excluding Federal holidays, through
April 25 between 10:30 a.m. and noon.
Cost is $7 for a group of three, which
must include one adult, or $30 for
purchase of a five-week pass. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or call 703-
746-4242.

TUESDAY/JAN. 11
“Concepts Investors Should

Understand.” 10 a.m. Presentation
by Herman Bluestone on The Efficient
Market Hypothesis; The Real Rate of
Return; Investment Costs; Investment
Risk; and Strategies for Reducing
Taxes. At Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.
Call 703-765-4573.

The NOVA Community Chorus invites
all singers to join for its Spring 2011
season. Rehearsals will start on Jan.
11. This spring the chorus will sing
Verdi’s “Requiem,” joining with three
other choral groups and the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra on March 12 and
13, and Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony,
to be performed with the Washington
Metropolitan Philharmonic on April 10
and 17.  No audition is required. Join
by registering for this one-credit class
at Northern Virginia Community
College, Alexandria campus.
Rehearsals are 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays
at the NVCC Alexandria campus, 3001
N. Beauregard, Alexandria, with some
optional extra Saturday rehearsals. The
college waives tuition for seniors.
Contact Dr. Mark Whitmire, Director,
at 703-845-6097 or e-mail:
mwhitmire@nvcc.edu

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 12
DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission

is $6. With DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria.

JAN. 12 TO MARCH 16
Shakespeare Shenanigans!

Wednesdays 11:30-1 p.m. At the Little
Theatre of Alexandria in Old Town.
Geared for the older adult, participants
will discuss, read, and perform scenes
from Shakespeare.  Non actors
welcome. Email Heather Sanderson at
bardsplay@aol.com or call the Little
Theatre at 703-683-5778, ext. 2.

THURSDAY/JAN. 13
Wintry Mix. 6 to 9 p.m. Free. Cool

candy buffet, artist-made snowflakes
and an art-inspired modern dance
performance by Karen Reedy Dance.
Juror’s talk by Amy Cavanaugh Royce
and Briony Evans Hynson from
Honfleur Gallery at 7 p.m. At the
Second Thursday Art Night, Torpedo
Factory art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org; call 703-
838-4565

SATURDAY/JAN. 8, 15, 22
Pinewood Derby Workshop. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Old Town Hardware will be

holding its third-annual Pinewood Derby Workshop. Cub Scouts are invited to
bring their Pinewood Derby cars to the store to have craftsman Jesse Cathell
rough cut their designs. Scouts are required to have the car design traced on their
cars. There will be sanders and hand tools available for the Scouts to perform
additional work on their cars.
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

West Potomac Gymnastics
Places Second

The West Potomac gymnastics team finished second at a
home gymnastics meet on Monday, scoring 124.3 points.
Robinson won the event with a score of 127.

West Potomac’s Marien Voorhees finished first on the bars,
third on the floor and fifth on the beam.

West Potomac Wins
Wakefield Tourney

The West Potomac boys basketball team won a trio of
games to capture the Wakefield holiday tournament cham-
pionship. The Wolverines defeated Roosevelt (Washington,
D.C.) 77-73 on Dec. 27, Glenelg Country 70-64 on Dec. 28
and Stonewall Jackson 55-44 on Dec. 29. West Potomac
improved to 7-2 and entered 2011 with a five-game win-
ning streak. The Wolverines will travel to face Annandale
on Jan. 7.

Mount Vernon Boys Respond
After losing two out of three games at its own holiday

tournament, the Mount Vernon boys basketball team de-
feated Wakefield 70-66 on Tuesday to improve to 6-3, in-
cluding a 3-0 mark in the National District. The Majors
will host Yorktown on Jan. 7.

Mount Vernon Wrestling
Wins Tourney

The Mount Vernon wrestling team competed in the Cava-
lier Classic, hosted by W.T. Woodson High School, on Dec.
29. Nine teams participated at the tournament. The Ma-
jors won by more than 40 points with a total of 180 team
points. Woodson placed second (137) and Collegiate School
of Richmond was third (124 points). Mount Vernon had
eight individual wrestlers compete in the final champion-
ship round. First-place winners were Eriq Dahlum (103

pounds), Cody Marino (130), Trey McClure (152) and
Dusty Floyd (171).  Freshmen Chris Johnson (119) and
Bailey Marino (125) placed second along with Francisco
Cardona (189) and Marqui Jackson (215). Jaelen Gadson
(135) took third place. The team will travel to Cumberland,
Md., on Jan. 7-8 for the Fort Hill Super Duals.

West Potomac Softball Clinic
The West Potomac High School winter softball clinic will

be held Jan. 9, 16 and 23 in the school’s main gym and
surrounding areas. The clinic is designed to prepare soft-
ball players for their upcoming seasons with drills that
emphasize fielding, hitting, base running, pitching and
catching. Grades 2 through 6 will participate from 9-11
a.m. and grades 7 and up will participate from 12:30-3
p.m. Cost is $75 in advance, $85 at the door or $35 each
day. For more information, contact West Potomac head
softball coach Craig Maniglia at cgman01@gmail.com or
Lee Harrington at leeharring@aol.com.

Sports Briefs

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

A
 miserable 2009 season brought
change to the Mount Vernon
football program. After the Ma-
jors finished 0-10 and were

outscored 365-129, Barry Wells, a 50-year-
old long-time assistant in Virginia, Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey, received his first head
coaching job. Wells quickly set his sights on
reviving the program and instilling a win-
ning mentality.

It wasn’t easy. Division 5 Mount Vernon
lost its first two games of the 2010 season
— contests against Division 6 schools West
Potomac and T.C. Williams — by a combined
score of 100-34, extending the school’s los-
ing streak to 13 games. The Majors, how-
ever, didn’t hang their heads and responded
with the school’s first win since 2008, de-
feating Edison 14-6 in the National District
opener on Sept. 16. The following week,
Mount Vernon beat Stuart 17-14.

Four weeks into the season, the team that
couldn’t win was tied atop the district stand-
ings. Time to celebrate? Hardly.

“For the program, it means we’re taking
steps in the right direction,” said Wells, fo-
cused on the bigger picture. “I don’t think
it validates us as a team. We didn’t play our
best against Stuart. … We’re just not there
yet. We’ve been opportunistic. In order to
move this program along, we’ll need to win
some ugly games.”

Mount Vernon lost its next two games but
closed the regular season winning three of
its final four. The Majors were 5-5, includ-
ing 4-2 in the district, and headed to the
regional playoffs.

While the Majors fell to South Lakes in
the opening round, the team had estab-

lished a physical identity. With fullback Lo-
gan Beougher leading the way for tailback
Dennis Mensah, Mount Vernon punished
other teams on the ground and set the tone
for future Mount Vernon teams.

“When you’re 0-10 [the year before], a
lot of things have to be re-tooled,” Wells
said after Mount Vernon’s playoff loss to
South Lakes. “A lot of it was psyche. That
was a very hard [challenge] for me. I took
this job with the understanding that I would
be relentless [in the pursuit of seeing the
team improve]. I wanted to work to help
restore Mount Vernon’s tradition.”

One season into his tenure at Mount
Vernon, Wells is off to a good start.

WEST POTOMAC TOPS
PATRIOT DISTRICT

Coming off a seventh-place finish the year
prior in a district dominated by T.C. Will-
iams, it would have been a longshot to con-
sider the West Potomac boys basketball
team a title contender heading into the Pa-
triot District portion of the 2009-10 season.
The senior-laden Wolverines, however, had

different ideas.
The Wolverines won the district tourna-

ment for the first time since 1996, defeat-
ing Woodson 70-67 in overtime on Feb. 22
at T.C. Williams High School. West Potomac
won a game in regionals before falling to
eventual state tournament participant
Chantilly in the quarterfinals.

“Nobody felt like we would be in the re-
gional tournament — not even in the re-
gional tournament — let alone the top team
in the best district in the region,” West
Potomac head coach David Houston III said
after the Chantilly loss. “… This is the best
team that I’ve had as far as a collection of
players with one goal. … We won the [dis-
trict] championship [and] I think we did it
the right way. We didn’t go out and get
transfers. We did it with the same kids we
had last year.”

Daryl Copeland, then a junior, earned
Patriot District Tournament MVP honors
and is leading the Wolverines into 2011.

WOLVERINES WIN DESPITE
COACH’S HEALTH SCARE

The West Potomac football team took the
field against West Springfield on Sept. 24
without head coach Eric Henderson, who
earlier in the day suffered a heart attack.
Without their leader on the sideline, the
Wolverines stayed composed and put to-
gether a stellar defensive effort, winning
their Patriot District opener 13-7.

“The kids played hard for [Henderson]
because they love him,” assistant coach
Chuck McCullough said. “He gives every
ounce of himself to these kids and they
know that. And I know these kids were not
going to let him down. … I think [not hav-
ing Henderson on the sideline] made the
kids play harder. They did not want me to
send him a text saying that we were trail-
ing or that we were in danger of losing this
game.” Henderson recovered and was back
at practice within days.

Majors’ Winless-to-Playoffs Turnaround Highlights 2010

Mount Vernon tailback Dennis Mensah was a key part of the Majors
transformation from winless team to playoff participant.

Then-senior Keevyn Hankins and
the West Potomac boys basketball
team won the 2010 Patriot District
title — the program’s first since
1996.

West Potomac
basketball wins first
district title since 1996.
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

BOTH LOCATIONS OPEN
THANKSGIVING DAY  9A.M.–1P.M.

Home Sales

Copyright 2010 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
1903 MALLINSON WAY ................ 6 ... 5 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $2,300,000 ... Detached ....... 0.48 ............................. GRAND VIEW
1808 EDGEHILL DR ...................... 5 ... 5 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $2,000,000 ... Detached ....... 0.19 ............................ BELLE HAVEN
9051 TOWER HOUSE PL .............. 5 ... 3 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,250,000 ... Detached ....... 0.44 ... RIVERVIEW AT MOUNT VERNO
9409 BRAMBLY LN ....................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $950,000 ... Detached ....... 0.34 ............... MT VERNON GROVES
8304 MARBLE DALE CT ............... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $925,000 ... Detached ....... 0.90 .... MANORS AT MOUNT VERNON
9318 MOUNT VERNON CIR ......... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $914,500 ... Detached ....... 0.54 .... MT VERNON ON THE POTOMAC
8047 FAIRFAX RD ......................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $899,777 ... Detached ....... 0.15 .......................... HOLLIN KNOLL
2318 KIMBRO ST .......................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $730,000 ... Detached ....... 0.35 ........................... HOLLIN HILLS
7222 BEECHWOOD RD ................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $730,000 ... Detached ....... 0.39 ........................... HOLLIN HILLS
7206 BEECHWOOD RD ................ 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $730,000 ... Detached ....... 0.47 ........................... HOLLIN HILLS
8422 CROWLEY PL ....................... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $720,000 ... Detached ....... 0.24 ............................ WAYNEWOOD
7109 DEVONSHIRE RD ................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $670,000 ... Detached ....... 0.38 ............................. WHITE OAKS
8305 CROWN COURT RD ............. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $648,000 ... Detached ....... 0.25 ................................. RIVERSIDE
1204 WESTGROVE BLVD .............. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $640,000 ... Detached ....... 0.31 ..............................WESTGROVE
6306 BARRISTER PL ..................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $625,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.16 ......... OLDE BELHAVEN TOWNE
3008 SEVOR LN ............................ 5 ... 3 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $615,000 ... Detached ....... 0.34 ............................. WESSYNTON
8418 ALYCE PL .............................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $585,000 ... Detached ....... 0.27 ... COLLINGWOOD ON POTOMAC
3145 MEMORIAL ST ..................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $563,000 ... Detached ....... 0.21 ............... GROVETON HEIGHTS
7864 MIDDAY LN .......................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $560,000 ... Detached ....... 0.26 ............... HOLLIN BROOK PARK
2418 CHILDS LN ........................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $550,465 ... Detached ....... 0.29 .... STRATFORD ON THE POTOMAC
915 CROTON DR .......................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $519,000 ... Detached ....... 0.25 ............................ WAYNEWOOD
2374 HUNTINGTON STATION CT .... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $469,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ............ HUNTINGTON STATION
4305 AGNEW AVE ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $466,000 ... Detached ....... 0.46 ......................MT ZEPHYR PARK
5998 GRAND PAVILION WAY ....... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $455,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ... PAVILIONS AT HUNTINGTON
6618 SAINT MARK CT .................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $438,000 ... Detached ....... 0.25 .................................. ST MARKS
4509 LANTERN PL ........................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $425,000 ... Detached ....... 0.23 ............. SOUTH KINGS FOREST
4324 TARPON LN .......................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $425,000 ... Detached ....... 0.50 ............ YACHT HAVEN ESTATES
6404 FORT HUNT RD ................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $399,987 ... Detached ....... 0.24 ........... BELLE HAVEN TERRACE
3389 BEECHCLIFF DR .................. 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $390,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 ............................ HOLLY ACRES
7818 OAKLAWN DR ...................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $389,500 ... Detached ....... 0.24 ..................... SHERWOOD HALL
6800 DERRELL CT ........................ 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $389,000 ... Detached ....... 0.29 ...................... BEACON VILLAGE
8531 MOUNT VERNON HWY ....... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $388,500 ... Detached ....... 0.41 .................. RIVERSIDE ESTATES
5903 MOUNT EAGLE DR #318 .... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $384,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ..............................MONTEBELLO
7619 GREY GOOSE WAY .............. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $377,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 .... GROVE AT HUNTLEY MEADOWS
8230 FRYE RD ............................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $370,000 ... Detached ....... 0.65 ................................. FRYE PARK
6101 PINE GROVE CIR ................. 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $368,000 ... Detached ....... 0.29 ................. PENN DAW VILLAGE
2904 BOSWELL AVE ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $350,000 ... Detached ....... 0.52 .............. HYBLA VALLEY FARMS
8724 MCNAIR DR ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $350,000 ... Detached ....... 0.50 ............................... TWIN OAKS
8603 WATERFORD RD .................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $345,000 ... Detached ....... 0.25 ............................... STRATFORD
8001 HAMMOND ST..................... 5 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $345,000 ... Detached ....... 0.32 ................. MT VERNON VALLEY
3526 HUNTLEY MANOR LN ......... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $341,000 ... Townhouse .............................. GROVETON WOODS
5704 MEDALLION CT ................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $339,950 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................................ LOFTRIDGE
6916 VANTAGE DR ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $334,715 ... Detached ....... 0.23 ....................... STONEYBROOKE
6910 QUANDER RD ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $329,000 ... Detached ....... 0.17 ................... BUCKNELL MANOR
2451 MIDTOWN AVE #1026 ........ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $325,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ..... MIDTOWN ALEXANDRIA STA
8282 JAKES PL .............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $320,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................ MOUNT VEE MANOR

November 2010

$2,300,000 ~ $320,000

gazette@
connection

newspapers.com

Be Part
of The
Pet

Connection
in February

Send
Your

Photos
& Stories
Now to

Be sure to include your
name, address and
phone number, and

identify all people and
pets in photos.

Submission deadline is
January 20.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

CLARIDGE HOUSE II

301 N. Ripley St., Alexandria VA 22304

Tel: 703-823-5444

Claridge House Waiting List opens on January 10, 2011.

Claridge House is an Elderly subsidized

Section 8 apartment for 62 years old and

over and a limited number of apartments

for persons with disabilities.

LEGAL NOTICE
In Re: Adoption of Baby Girl Tort, a minor , No A076 of 2010 in 
the Orphans’ Court Division of the Court of Common Pleas of 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. To: “Dave” The Unknown 
Natural Father of Baby Girl Tort, who was born on May 29, 
2010, in Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. A Peti-
tion has been filed asking the Court to put an end to all rights 
you have to the child, Baby Girl Tort. That hearing will be held 
in Orphans’ Court, 1700 Frick Building, 437 Grant Street, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, 15219 on Wednesday, February 16, 
2011, at 1:30pm. You are warned that even if you fail to ap-
pear at the scheduled hearing, the hearing will go on without 
you and your rights to the child may be ended by the Court 
without your being present. You have the right to be represent-
ed at the hearing by a lawyer. You should take this paper to 
your lawyer at once. If you do not have a lawyer or cannot af-
ford a lawyer, go to or telephone the office set forth below to 
find out where you can get legal help. If you cannot afford to 
hire a lawyer, please advise the office of that when you tele-
phone or visit. 
LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE, The Allegheny County Bar 
Association, 11th floor, Koppers Building, 436 7th Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 412-261-5555.
DEBORAH L. LESKO, Esquire, attorney for Petitioner, 373 Va-
nadium Road, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15243. 412-276-4200

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

3 RE for Rent

Alex/Old Town N, right on the 
Potomac,--River front, balco-
ny. 1 br, 1 ba, $1725. utils inc.  
remodeled 703-838-7603

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

WANTED: AFFORDABLE 
USED SADDLE. 

to fit Percheron, wide, extra-
wide or draft tree, 18 inch seat 

(17-20 ok) all purpose or 
dressage, synthetic or leather 

is fine. 301-996-5084

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

ASSIST WITH SURVEY
Assist with Survey and Earn $$! Volunteers 
sought to participate in a 1 1⁄2 hr food study.
Earn $45 cash. Held at Northern VA Com-
munity College-Alexandria on Sat, Jan 15th 
and Sun, Jan 16th. Several session times 
available. Email: fiberstudy@udel.edu to sign 
up or for more info. Conducted by the Uni-
versity of Delaware’s Experimental Econ Lab.

English/Spanish RECEPTIONIST
F/T entry level position to include light data 
entry.  Must have good interpersonal skills 
and excellent phone manners.  No exp nec.  
Hrs: 10am-6:30pm.  Plse call: 703-370-5790

P/T  ASSISTANT
One-woman nonprofit in OT home look-
ing for a responsible P/T right arm asst. 
Flex hrs. Quickbooks exp helpful. Email 
resume to sherry@schillercenter.org

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Administrative Aide
Off-Campus Programs/ProfEd. Provisional position located in
Alexandria, VA (Metro DC). Required: Associate’s or equiv.; 2
years clerical exp.; see www.jobs.cmich.edu for complete list
of requirements. Screening begins immediately. Applicants
must apply on-line at www.jobs.cmich.edu.

CMU, an AA/EO institution, strongly &
actively strives to increase diversity
within its community (see www.cmich.
edu/aaeo/).

Programmer/Analyst II, deg’d exp’d, 
sought by Boat America Corp.  (Boat 
U.S.) Alexandria, VA.  Resume to: 
HumanResources@boatus.com

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV 

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

A Step
Forward
To the Editor:

In recent months, Supervisor Gerald W.
Hyland appointed the Mount Vernon Dis-
trict Visioning Task Force with a goal to
collect ideas including public safety matters
for county leaders to consider for future
planning. I was privileged to be appointed
to the Task force Public Safety Committee
(PSC).

Following several meetings, the PSC
adopted a number of ideas for Supervisor
Hyland to provide direction to county lead-
ers. These ideas were delivered to Supervi-
sor Hyland on Dec. 10. I was pleased that
my proposal was included among the PSC’s
report that read as follows: “The Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors, the Office of
the County Executive and the County
Attorney’s Office, in consultation with the
Chief of Police, should consider the feasi-
bility of creating a Citizen Review Board to
address any citizen allegations of police
misconduct. This Board, if implemented,
would report its findings and recommen-
dations to the Chief of Police for consider-
ation.”

I applaud my fellow PSC committee mem-
bers for adopting my proposal. It is my be-
lief a Citizen Review Board will benefit our
police department and all citizens of Fairfax
County.

Nicholas R. Beltrante
Mt. Vernon

Anti-Affordable
Housing?
To the Editor:

Following up upon my letter of two weeks
ago, at the MVCCA Council Meeting last
week, the E&R Committee’s resolution con-
cerning North Hill was approved by a vote
of 12-8-1. Thus, out of 125,000 residents
of the Mount Vernon District, 8 Committee
members and 12 Council members (1/3 of
the MVCCA membership) believe they have
taken a position that should be followed by
Supervisor Hyland and the County.  They
are wrong.

In my earlier letter, I explained that the
E&R Committee’s resolution raised the spec-
ter of sale of the North Hill property to a
private developer and that it is inconceiv-
able this could occur. Clearly, the current
leadership of the MVCCA is so determined
to find a way to stop the North Hill devel-
opment, they aren’t concerned about the
inconvenience of the facts.

Fairfax County purchased the entire 49-
acre Woodley-Nightingale Mobile Home
Park in 1981, using federal Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds
received from the Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD). The total
HUD grant was $5,811,164. These funds
were received from HUD based upon the
County’s representation that the entire 49-
acre parcel would be developed into a mo-
bile home park. The first phase of 115 mo-
bile homes on 14 acres was completed and
is now known as the Woodley Hills Estates

Trailer Park.  The remaining land, about 35
acres, was supposed to be developed in a
second phase consisting of additional af-
fordable housing units. That phase is what
is being satisfied with the North Hill devel-
opment that is the subject of the MVCCA’s
resolution.

In 2001, the County Attorney rendered
an opinion in which he stated that the only
way in which the County could avoid de-
veloping the 35 acres for affordable hous-
ing was either (1) by reimbursing HUD for
the current fair market value of the prop-
erty less any portion of the value attribut-
able to expenditures of non-CDBG funds for
acquisition of and improvements to the
property; or (2) if the proposed use quali-
fied as meeting one of the national objec-
tives of the CDBG program as set forth in
24 C.F.R. 570.208.

Concerning the latter option, a park
would comply if it could be demonstrated
to comprise an activity benefiting low and
moderate-income persons to a required
degree. The criterion for determining
whether this would be the case was set by
HUD to be a certain percentage (updated
with every census) of the residences within
the geographic area expected to be served
by the park being required to be low and
moderate income housing. Since the Fairfax
County Park Authority specifically states
that each of its parks is open to the general
public and is deemed accessible to all
Fairfax County residents, the percentage
would have to be based upon a Countywide
figure. Under these circumstances, the re-
quired percentage could not be met. In fact,
in a letter dated June 15, 1995, from HUD’s
Director of their Community Planning and
Development Division, this exact point was
made, raising the specter that if the remain-
ing 35 acres of North Hill were not devel-
oped for affordable housing, reimbursement
at fair market value would be required.

The documents demonstrating these facts
to be true are public record and, in fact,
former MVCCA Co-Chair Jerry Ireland re-
ceived them from Brett Kenney, Supervisor
Hyland’s chief aide in 2007, and copied
them for the MVCCA files. Yet, the MVCCA’s
E&R Committee, in their haste to try to
throw a monkey wrench into the North Hill
development, chose to cobble together a
resolution they want the community to be-
lieve represents community thought with-
out taking the time to do the due diligence
necessary to make that true.  Instead, a reso-
lution was prepared to satisfy the anti-af-
fordable housing partisans who populate
the leadership of the MVCCA in what ap-
pears to be excessive numbers.

Not only does the enactment of the
MVCCA’s resolution change nothing con-
cerning the future development of 67 af-
fordable houses on North Hill, at the same
time, it is quite revealing of the lack of cred-
ibility of the MVCCA at a time when this
community desperately needs a credible
umbrella organization that accurately re-
flects community views and can thus ap-
propriately advise our Supervisor.

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

Letters to the Editor

On Sept. 11, 2001, Capt. Joan Darrah
was at the Pentagon, attending the
weekly 8:30 a.m. intelligence briefing.
The meeting ended promptly at 9:30
a.m., and Darrah walked toward her bus
stop. Minutes later, American Flight 77
crashed into the Pentagon, destroying the
meeting room she had just left and kill-
ing seven of her co-workers. In the af-
termath, Darrah realized that if she had
been killed, her partner of 11 years
would have been among the last to know.
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” prohibited her
from listing her partner as an emergency
contact.

Years of effort culminated in the repeal
of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT).  At
the invitation of the White House, Darrah
witnessed President Obama signing the
repeal. “It is hard to put into words all
that I am feeling,” she said afterward.
“It was a wonderful experience to be able
to look the President in the eye, shake
his hand and thank him for making this
a reality.”

She reported that “there was a tremen-
dously loud standing ovation and many
tears from the audience when the Presi-
dent said ‘For we are not a nation that
says, ‘Don’t ask, don’t tell.’ We are a na-
tion that says, ‘Out of many, we are one.’
We are a nation that welcomes the ser-
vice of every patriot. We are a nation that
believes that all men and women are cre-
ated equal.  Those are the ideals that
generations have fought for.  Those are
the ideals that we uphold today.’”

Darrah’s career as a Naval intelligence
officer began in 1973 and spanned nearly
30 years. Her final assignment was on
the staff of the Director of Naval Intelli-
gence where she was the Officer and
Enlisted Community Manager until June
2002 when she retired. Her personal
decorations include three Legions of
Merit, three Meritorious Service Medals,
three Navy Commendation Medals and
the Navy Achievement Medal. Since her
retirement, she has crusaded to repeal
DADT with national and local organiza-
tions.

At Mount Vernon Unitarian Church
(MVUC), she worked to establish a “Re-
peal DADT” social justice task force. The
church’s website proclaims the rationale
for the group: “The inherent worth and

dignity of every person; justice, equity,
and compassion in human relations;
world community with liberty and jus-
tice for all are part of the proud Unitar-
ian Universalist tradition of supporting
human rights and equality for all, includ-
ing gay, lesbian, bisexual or trans-gen-
der individuals. All people are worthy of
our love and respect. “

In June 2007, the MVUC task force
spurred the national Unitarian Univer-
salist Association to approve an Action
of Immediate Witness to repeal DADT.
Later, Darrah testified before a House
Armed Services subcommittee and was
interviewed on Good Morning America
and NBC Nightly News. Darrah and fel-
low MVUC members RADM Jamie
Barnett, USN (Ret.) and MCPOCG Vince
Patton, USCG (Ret.) briefed the Obama
transition team on the necessity of re-
peal in January 2009. Darrah currently
chairs the MVUC Board of Trustees.

Many rallies, petitions, and interviews
later, the repeal cleared its final legisla-
tive hurdle on a sunny Saturday. The day
before, Darrah and her partner of 20
years, Lynne Kennedy, had been married
by the Rev. Kate Walker at the Albert
Einstein Memorial in Washington, D.C.
At 3 p.m. Saturday, NBC News recorded
Darrah and Kennedy watching the final
Senate vote on television. That evening,
230 guests gathered at their home to
celebrate the wedding, along with
Darrah’s birthday and the repeal of
DADT.

Said Darrah, “This has been such a long
hard fight. Today for the first time ever
in the history of our great country we
are on our way to allowing gay people
to serve openly in our military. This is a
huge win for the military but an equally
huge win for our country. Finally, we will
stop sending a message to our young
people that because they are gay, our
country’s military does not want their
service regardless of their ability or skills.

“I can’t fully put into words how im-
portant MVUC’s support was to me per-
sonally and to getting Unitarian Univer-
salists around the country involved.

Everyone at MVUC should take great
pride in your contribution to this deci-
sion,” she added. “You were willing to
take a stand.”

Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church
members Lynne
Kennedy (front),
Joan Darrah, Ken
Pilkenton, Birgit
Robbert, Al
Robbert, and Ann
Montanari march
to the White
House demanding
“Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” repeal in
June 2009.

MVUC Chair Witnesses DADT Repeal
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